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Washington,  DC  |  June  22,  2010—The  Federal  Communications  Commission  (FCC)  is  an 

independent United  States government agency  charged with  regulating  interstate and  international 

communications by radio, television, wire, satellite and cable. FCC jurisdiction covers all 50 states, the 

District of Columbia,  and U.S.  possessions.  Julius Genachowski,  (above,  second  from  the  right) was 

sworn in as FCC Commissioner on June 29, 2009. Shortly before his keynote remarks to LISTA (Latinos 

in Information Sciences and Technology Association) on Capitol Hill during this year’s Tech Latino 2030 

Opening Reception,  Chairman Genachowski  is  shown  (L‐R)  above with  Perry  Carter, BDPA‐DC,  host 

BDPA Chapter President; Raul Danny Vargas, LISTA’s Legislative Affairs Chairman; Jose Marquez‐León, 

National  President  of  LISTA,  and  members  of  LISTA’s  Legislative  Affairs  Committee.  Chairman 

Genachowski stated the FCC seeks to incentivize mobile broadband and supports full inclusion.  bt 
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BDPA Members head to 
Philadelphia next 
month to attend the 
2010 National HSCC, 
Career Fair, and 
Technology Conference.

  
PAGES  4  and 8 

EPIC GULF CRISIS 
  

Will  it  take  us  an  entire 
generation to fix and solve one 
of  this  nation’s  worst 
catastrophes?  Share  your 
ideas  with  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Energy  (DoE).
 
PAGE 13

Volume 35
Issue 02.10 

local chapter edition 

Summer | 2010 

Photo credit:  U.S. Air Force

 

bdpatoday 
Annual Tech Latino 2030 Legislative Forum Convenes

Broadband and STEM Advocacy for Minority Communities Increase  

2010 Community Awards  
DISA’s Vice Director 

 Keynotes Local BDPA Chapter’s 
35th Anniversary Kick-Off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington,  DC—Major  General  Ronnie  D. 

Hawkins,  Jr.,  Vice  Director,  Defense  Information 

Systems  Agency  (DISA),  fielded  questions  from a 

diverse and  professional  audience  during 

BDPA's Community Awards  Luncheon  on  June  5
th, 

2010.   DISA  is one of several agencies relocating to 

Maryland  due  to  BRAC  requirements. As  one  of 

the organizations moving  to  Ft. Meade, Maryland, 

General  Hawkins  outlined  significant  career 

opportunities  for BDPA's  professional  and  student 

members  at DISA  projected  over  the  next  several 

months. He also listed immediate Air Force Reserve 

Officer  Training  Corps  (AFROTC)  scholarships  for 

qualified  HSCC  or  BDPA  student 

members participating in         See DISA, page 5
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Advancing technical careers from
the classroom to the board room 

Coaches and Dads! 
Join  a  BDPA  Chapter  this 
summer—help  develop  sports  and 
gaming  apps  with  Tech‐Savvy  members 

for healthy kids!                             Page 10  
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    bdpatoday photos by Pamela Gilliam

Washington, D.C.   – The  journey  in 2010 to the National BDPA Technology Conference  in Philadelphia, PA July 28‐31, 
2010,  continued  this  Spring with  regional  BDPA  Chapters  co‐hosting  local  NBDPA  35th  Anniversary  kick‐off  events.  
Following one of  the host  chapter’s Community  STEM Awards  Luncheon,  an  Executive Plenary  Session  convened  to 
discuss  emerging  STEM  workforce  challenges,  requirements,  and  fostering  stronger  HBCU/MSI  partnerships.  This 
Spring’s panel was moderated by Dr. Daryl Stone  (left), Professor of Computer Science, Bowie State University. The 
executive  panel  (l‐r)  featured  Dr.  Brian  Dennis,  Principal  Investigator,  Lockheed  Martin  Advanced  Technology 
Laboratories (ATL); Rear Admiral Cecil Haney, Director Naval Warfare Information Group, U.S. Navy; Ms. Cynthia Miller 
(SES), Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI); and Dr. Caesar Jackson, Acting Division Director for Human 
Resource Development  (HRD) Division of Education and Human Resources  (EHR) at The National Science Foundation 

(NSF).   Follow NBDPA’s 35th Anniversary, your local BDPA chapter events, and more photo galleries on:          
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  NBDPA and local BDPA Chapters Kick‐Off NBDPA’s 35th 

Anniversary With Nominations and Community Awards. 
Complete coverage of this year’s awards will be presented in 

our July 2010 Special Conference print edition of bdpatoday. 

DISA Vice Director Keynotes local 35th Anniversary Kick‐Off

 DISA,  from Cover Page

 

 

   

  this year's  NBDPA  Technology  Conference  and  interested  in 
attending an AFROTC host  institution  this  fall.  Students  should 
rank in the top 40% of their graduating high school class, have at 
least an SAT composite of 1100 or an ACT composite of 24 with 
a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale.   To research, 

visit   www.AFROTC.com           bt 

 

   
Captain Joyce Robinson, United States Navy 
A 2010 NBDPA Individual Epsilon Award Winner 
US  Navy  Captain  Joycelin  (“Joyce”)  Robinson  (above  left)  is  the  first 
African‐American Female Commanding Officer of a Fleet and  Industrial 
Supply Center. One of the Navy’s most challenging positions and part of 
a global  logistics  support enterprise,  she was  selected  for  this position 
out of an extremely competitive group of her peers. Her established and 
documented  record  of  extraordinary  and  outstanding  performance 
throughout  her  career  of  23  years made  her  the  ideal  person  to  lead 
Fleet and Industrial Supply Center (FISC), Jacksonville. In her assignment 
as Commanding Officer,  she guides and  coordinates an ever‐increasing 
range of supply and support services to 49 ships, over 400 aircraft, two 
industrial  facilities  and  19  shore  installations  throughout  Navy  Region 
Southeast  and  the  Caribbean.  Exercising  over  $54  Million  in  annual 
budget  authorities,  she maintains  the  public  trust while  directing  the 
logistics  efforts  of  over  700  employees  to  provide  first  class  support 
during extraordinarily demanding events such as the devastations of the 
Haitian  Earthquake  and  multiple  region  wide  product  and  service 
functional realignments. 
 
Dr. Jesse L. Bemley 
A 2010 Chapter Lifetime Achievement Award Winner 
Dr.  Jesse  Bemley  (above  center),  Joint  Educational  Facilities  (JEF) 
founder,  is  this  year's  recipient  of  the  Washington,  D.C.  Chapter's 
Lifetime  Achievement  Award  for  his  selfless  contributions  to  NBDPA, 
BDPA‐DC,  and  his  mentoring  of  hundreds  of  minority  youth  from 
traditionally underserved communities he enrolled in advanced CS‐STEM 
programs within  the  national  capital  region  (NCR)  and  throughout  the 
country.  Dr.  Bemley's  contributions  to  NBDPA  include  national  high 
school  computer  competition  (HSCC)  programs,  IT  Showcase  for  high 
school and  college  students, and active participation  for BDPA and  JEF 
student members  with  TeraGrid  and  Supercomputing  conferences, 
research, and  competitions. Dr. Bemley has been a member of NBDPA 
for over 30 years and will retire from the U.S. government this fall. 
 
Mr. Louis Shack 
A 2010 Local BDPA Chapter Member of the Year 
Mr.  Louis  Shack  (above  right),  Technology  Education Manager  for  DC 
Courts, combines his passion for computers with his passion to see youth 
reach  their  fullest  potential.  These  passions  have  led  him  to 
volunteer with NBDPA and  local BDPA Chapters  for  the past  five years. 
As a mentor, teacher and coordinator in this program, Louis has coached 
youth  to  achieve  second  and  third  place  consistently  during  BDPA 
Regional and National HSCC competitions. 
  
Through his efforts and  the efforts of his co‐volunteers  they have seen 
the program expand  from a hand  full of  interested applicants  to  thirty 
youths annually. For his selfless efforts and dedication  to  the Chapter's 
Mission,  the BDPA Chapter of Washington, D.C. proudly presented  this 
year's  Chapter  Member  of  the  Year  award  to  Mr.  Louis  Shack  and 

Sponsor of the Year Award to the District of Columbia Court System.   bt 

   

 
bdpatoday photo by Pamela Gilliam 

 
For his keynote presentation, Major General Ronnie D. 
Hawkins, Jr. (right), Vice Director for the Defense 
Information Systems Agency (DISA) receives a token of 
appreciation from host Chapter President, Perry Carter 
(center), and Ms. Sharrarne Morton, Mistress of Ceremony. 

As Vice Director, Maj Gen Hawkins helps lead a 
worldwide organization of more than 6,600 military 
and civilian personnel responsible for planning, 
developing, and providing interoperable, global net-
centric solutions that serve the needs of the president, 
secretary of defense, Joint Chiefs of Staff, the 
combatant commanders, and other Department of 
Defense (DoD) components. 

Maj Gen Hawkins received his commission as a 
distinguished graduate of the ROTC program at Angelo 
State University in 1977. He has held a variety of 
communications positions, including an assignment on 
the Joint Staff as support manager for command, 
control, communications and computer systems, and 
he later served as Director of C4 Systems for Joint 
Task Force - Southwest Asia. 

The general has commanded Cadet Squadron 24 at the 
U.S. Air Force Academy; Air Combat Command's 
Computer Systems Squadron and Communications 
Group; and Air Force Officer Accession and Training 
Schools at Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. He has served 
as the Director of Communications and Information, 
Headquarters Pacific Air Forces, and Director of 
Communications Operations, Office of the Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Installations and Logistics, 
Headquarters U.S. Air Force. Maj Gen Hawkins has also 
been Deputy Chief of Staff, Communications and 
Information Systems, Multi-National Force-Iraq.        bt 



bdpatoday  Page 6  www.bdpatoday.org 
 

 
   



bdpatoday  Page 7  www.bdpatoday.org 
 
   



bdpatoday  Page 8  www.bdpatoday.org 
 
   



bdpatoday  Page 9  www.bdpatoday.org 
 

   

 



 
  BDPA

  Maki

In  Febru
childhood
Secretary
Kathleen
Michelle 

"It’s done
a  Preside
obesity to
responde

The new 
plan  to  s
part of th
compreh
help  chi
generatio
healthy w

Within 90
a compre
identifies
the  task 
Agricultu
Education
Assistant 
to  the  Pr
departme

Speaking 
to take t
tell the fu
kids  look
themselv

their lives

bdpatoday 

A Chapter

ing Move

ary,  Presiden
d obesity in th
y  Arne  Dunc
  Sebelius,  Ag
Obama, and I

e, honey," Pres
ential Memora
o address the 
ed. 

task  force  is c
solve  the prob
he First Lady’s 
ensive approa
ldren  become
on,  so  that  ch
weight.  

0 days, the tas
ehensive intera
s  key  benchma
force  include:
re;  Secretary 
n;  Director  o
to the Preside
resident  for  E
ents, agencies,

at an event lat
his on: "These
ull story.  This 
k.   It’s  about 
ves.   It’s  about

s."  [Source: W

    

 

rs and Oth

es For a H

Official W

t  Barack  Oba
he Oval Office 
can,  Health  a
griculture  Sec
nterior Secreta

sident Obama 
andum  establi
growing healt

charged with 
lem of obesity
Let’s Move ca
ch to engage b
e  more  activ
hildren  born  t

k force will dev
agency plan th
arks,  and outl
  the Secretary
of  Health  an

of  the  Office 
ent and Chief o
conomic  Polic
, or offices as t

ter, the First La
 words –  'ove
isn’t  just abou
how  our  kids
t  the  impact w

White House Blo

            http://l

her Not‐Fo

Healthier 

White House Photo

ama  signed  a
(above). From
and  Human 
cretary  Tom 
ary Ken Salaza

said to The Fir
ishing  a  task 
th epidemic. "

developing an
y among our N
ampaign. The c
both public an
ve  and  eat 
today  will  rea

velop and sub
hat details a co
ines  an  action
y of  the  Interio
d  Human  Ser
of  Managem

of Staff to the 
cy;  and  heads 
the Chair may d

ady explained 
rweight' and  '
ut  inches and 
s  feel,  and  ho
we’re  seeing 

og]                    

etsmove.gov

For‐Profits

Generati

o by Samantha Ap

  memorandu
m left are, Educ
Services  Secr
Vilsack,  First 
ar. 

st Lady as he s
force  on  child
Now we work

n  interagency a
Nation's  childr
campaign will t
nd private sect
healthier  with
ach  adulthood

mit to the Pres
oordinated stra
n  plan. Membe
or;  the Secreta
rvices;  Secreta
ment  and  Bu
First Lady; Ass
of  other  exec
designate. 

what motivate
obese' – they 
pounds or how
ow  they  feel 
on  every  aspe

                         

v  

Page 10
 

 

s Suit‐Up 

ion

ppleton. 

m  on 
cation 
retary 
Lady 

signed 
dhood 
," she 

action 
ren as 
take a 
ors to 
hin  a 
d  at  a 

sident 
ategy, 
ers of 
ary of 
ary  of 
udget; 
sistant 
cutive 

ed her 
don’t 
w our 
about 
ect  of 

      bt

 

 
Co
The
Mic
obe
sof
inn
gam
dir
phy
 
Chi
of o
$15
tha
yea
Am
the
 

Fo
Con
Me
sho
ava
Thi
“ex
gro
new
dat
eng

to 
pro
of M

to Help U

APPS

oaches and D
e Apps  For He
chelle  Obama
esity within  a 
ftware  develo
novators  to  d
mes  that  driv
ectly  or  throu
ysically active.

ildhood obesit
one third of Am
50 billion ever
at  number  is 
ars,  a  trend  t
merican  childre
eir parents. We

or BDPA Mem
ntact  local  B
etropolitan  W
ould  be  built 
ailable to the p
is dataset prov
xtras”  (solid  f
oups  for over 
w,  innovative,
taset  to  deliv
gaging  ways.

create  their  i
otecting the en
Metropolitan W

ww

YMCA Photo

U.S. Comb

S For H

Dads, Create
ealthy  Kids  co
a’s  Let’s  Mov
generation.  A

opers,  game 
evelop  fun  an
ve  children,  es
ugh  their  pare

ty or excess we
merican childre
ry  year  to  trea
growing.  Obe
that  means,  f
en may  face  a
e need to get m

mbers, Coac
BDPA  Chapter
Washington,  to
using  USDA’s 
public through
vides informati
ats  and  adde
1,000  commo
,  creative  too
ver  nutrition  a
Send  NBDPA

inventions  and
nvironment. Co
Washington, fo

 

ww.bdpatoda

 

bat Childh

Health

 

e Apps For H
ompetition  is 
ve!  campaign
Apps  for  Heal
designers,  st
nd  engaging 
specially  “twe
nts  –  to  eat  b

eight threaten
en. America sp
at obesity‐rela
esity  rates  trip
for  the  first  t
a  shorter  exp
moving! 

ches, and Te
rs  or  Donnie
o  get  started.
nutrition  dat

h the Open Go
ion on total ca
d  sugars),  an

only eaten  foo
ols  or  games 
and  health  co
A  your  APPS  f

 

Thingamaj
Invention 
The  YMCA
Washington
Invention 
nearly  3,500
opportunity 
friendly inve
with  other  y
fun  prize
Thingamajig 
children to e
science, eng
Kids use onl

d  learn  about
ontact Ms. Jan
or event detail

ay.org 

hood Obes

hy Kids

Healthy Kids
a  part  of  First
to  end  child
thy  Kids  chall
udents,  and 
software  tool
eens”  (ages  9‐
better  and  be 

s the healthy 
pends approxim
ated  condition
pled  in  the  pa
ime  in  our  h
ected  lifespan

eam Moms
e  Shaw,  YMC
  Tools  and  g
aset  recently 
overnment  Init
alories, calories
d  MyPyramid
ds. USDA  is  se
which  use  U

oncepts  in  fu
for  Fitness  st

jig 2010 
Convention
  of  Metrop
's  Thinga
Convention 
0  local  childre

to  create 
entions and com
young  invento
s  and  aw

encou
explore the  fie
ineering and d
y recycled ma
  the  importan
nice Williams, 
s at 800.473.Y

sity 

s 

!  
t  Lady 
dhood 
lenges 
other 
s  and 
‐12)  – 
more 

future 
mately 
s, and 
ast  30 
istory, 
n  than 

CA  of 
games 
made 

tiative. 
s from 
d  food 
eeking 
USDA’s 
n  and 
tories.

n 
politan 
amajig 
gives 

en  the 
eco‐

mpete 
ors  for 
wards. 
urages 
elds of 
design. 
terials 
nce  of 
YMCA 

YMCA.  



bdpatoday  Page 11  www.bdpatoday.org 
 

   



bdpatoday  Page 12  www.bdpatoday.org 
 

   



bdpatoday  Page 13  www.bdpatoday.org 
 

 
   

For more information on NBDPA, and NBDPA’s 

local academic, public, and private sector 

engagements, visit the organization’s Groupsite 

enhanced by Groupsite.com.  

http://bdpa.groupsite.com

 

Government 2.0 | Visit www.doe.gov
Share Your Ideas to Help Stop the Oil Spill  

 

The Department of Energy (DoE) is working tirelessly to address the oil spill 
in the Gulf. At the request of President Obama, Secretary Chu traveled 
down to Houston to work closely with a team of top scientists from 
academia and the U.S. government, with support from more than 200 
personnel from DoE's national laboratories, to analyze the response efforts 
and recommend additional options for stopping the leaking oil.  

We'd like you to share your ideas on how to stop or contain the oil spill 
and mitigate its impact on the environment. The Deepwater Horizon 
Response has an online form available to collect your suggestions here: 
http://www.horizonedocs.com/artform.php  

As small business owners, you know that innovation comes from many 
sources. We need to tap into the spirit of American entrepreneurship to 
learn as much as possible. So far over 20,000 ideas have been sent to BP 
since the Gulf of Mexico incident from oil industry experts, small 
businesses, and everyday Americans.  

The online form, entitled "Alternative Technology Response," collects 
detailed information about your idea, including the materials, equipment 
and resources required to put your idea into action. Your idea, once you fill 
out the form, will go to a team of 30 technical and operational BP personnel 
for evaluation  

We encourage you to be part of the solution and submit any ideas you have 
to the Deepwater Horizon Response, and to share this message with 
others who might be able to help. For more information on the Deepwater 
Horizon Response suggestion form, visit  

Thank you,  

Bill Valdez, Acting Director 
Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization 

BDPA Government Relations | Industry & Regional News 
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student programs: GET THEM INVOLVED! 
NBDPA’s SITES (Student Information Technology Education and 
Scholarship) initiative is designed to introduce students grades 
K-12 of African-American descent and underserved 
communities to the field of Information Technology (IT) and
CS-STEM (Computer Science | Science. Technology. Engineering. 
Mathematics) disciplines through computer training by 
encouraging them to seek higher levels of education and 
grooming many of them to become our next generation of IT 
Professionals. Our programs are offered to students across the 
country at no cost to interested students. Contact NBDPA at 
1.800.727.BDPA (2372) for participating BDPA Chapters near 
you or visit our web site at www.bdpa.org. 

this issue’s success story 

Service Chiefs congratulate the Class of 2010 and provide keynote 

addresses with inspirational messages to young men and women interested in 

Computer Science‐STEM (CS‐STEM) careers and entering technical fields.            

Inside our 
next Fall issue: 

CBCF/ALC 
 Legislative Conference 

BEYA to Celebrate 25 Years 
Special 2010 Legislative Edition 
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this issue’s success story 

HBCU/MSI’s,  local  governments  and  Industry  leaders  continue  to  provide  venues  and

inspirational messages to young men and women interested in Computer Science‐STEM (CS‐

STEM) careers or entering technical fields. Regional HSCC and  ITSC participants are headed

to  Philadelphia  for  next month’s  National  BDPA  Technology  Conference  contests,  Youth

Technology Camp, and Career Fair. 


